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INVITATION TO JOIN THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITAIN

A country is at its best when the bonds between people are strong and when the sense of
national purpose is cledroday the challenges facifyitain are immense&ur economy is
overwhelmed by debt, our social fabric is frayed and our political system has betrayed the peopl
But these problems can be overcome if we pull together and work togetteereimember that
we are all in this together.

Some politicians say: ‘give us your vote and we will sort out all your problems’. We say:
real change comes not from government aloe&l Bhange comes when the people are
LQVSLUHG DQG PRELOLVHG ZKHQ PLOOLRQV RI XV DUH

Yes this is ambitious. Yes it is optimisticugin the end all the éts of Parliament, all
the new measures, all the new policy initiatives, are just politicians’ words without you and
your involvement.

-

How will we deal with the debt crisis unless we understand that we are all in this together
How will we raise responsible children unless every adult plays their pavt2uil we
UHYLWDOLVH FRPPXQLWLHYV XQOHVY SHRSOH VWRS DVN
I do?’ Britain will change for the better when we all elect to take part, to take responsibility — i
we all come together. Collective strength will overpower our problems.

Only together can we can get rid of this government and, eventually, it©débtogether
can we get the economy moviri@nly together can we protect tN8HS. Improve our schools.
Mend our broken societJogether we can even make politics and politicians work bAtber.
if we can do that, we can do anything. Yes, together we can do anything.

So my invitation today is this: join us, to form a new kind of governmentritaii.
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FORBNORD

%ULWDLQ QHHGY FKDQJH IHZ FDQ GRXEW WKDW 2XU Q
Millions are living the misery of unemployment. Communities are shattered by crime and abuse.
People in the public services are trapped in a web of rules and regulations. People have lost faitl
WKDW SROLWLFVY FDQ ¢[ RXU SUREOHPYVY RU WKDW SROLW
feeling of helplessnessn@e again, there is a mood afoot that the declineitziB is inevitable.

But there is no law that says we must accept decline. We have the energy, the ideas and the
ambition to geBritain back on trackAnd that includes everyone Britain, wherever they live
and whatever their circumstancHswe join together, if we act decisively, and move forward with
RSWLPLVP ZH FDQ VWDUW WR ([ WKH HFRQRPLF VRFLDC
We can bring about the changet8in needs.

What is that change? Some promise solutions from on high — but real change comes from
collective endeavour. So we offer a new approach: a change not just from one set of politicians t
another; from one set of policies to anothtgs a change from one political philosophy to another.
From the idea that the role of the state is to direct society and micro-manage public services, to t
idea that the role of the state is to strengthen society and make public services serve the people
use them.n a simple phrase, the change we offer is from big governmeig foBiety.

This manifesto is the most important stage so far on a journey that began four and a half yea
ago, when the Conservative Party itself voted for change by electing David Cameron as its leade
Since then, the Party has remoulded itself for the modern era, applying its deepest values and
beliefs to the urgent problems of the hd&tuen as it has done so, the problems confroriitgin
have escalated, and escalated fast. So our ideas are ambitious and radical as well ashepdern.
match the scale @ritain’s problems, and are in tune with a world that is changing before our eyes
But our core values have not altered and our core beliefs remain consistent.

‘H EHOLHYH LQ UHVSRQVLELOLW\ JRYHUQPHQW UHVSR(
responsibility for our actions, and social responsibility towards each other. We believe in enterpri
and aspiration. We believe there is such a thing as society, it's just not the same thing as the stat
Our fundamental tenet is that power should be devolved from politicians to people, from the cent
to the local. Personal ambition should be set as high as is humanly possible, with no barriers put
its way by the state. Perhaps most importantly, we believe that we are all in this together.

(YHU\WKLQJ \RX ZLOO ¢QG LQ WKLV PDQLIHVWR LV EXL(
of the change we want to see in every home, every street, every community, every business.
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2XU EHOLHI LQ UHVSRQVLELOLW\ ZLWK SXEOLF (QDQFHYV
recovery and growth We want your consent for a programme of public spending control that will
GHDO ZLWK /DERXUfY GHEW FULVLVY DQG VWRS WKH /DER
The programme set out in this manifesto is fully costed and fully funded. Some of our proposals
such as on school discipline — cost nothing, but require energy and leadgttsiip.— like
VWRSSLQJ /DERXUYV MREV WD[ =+ ZLOO UHTXLUH PRQH\ D
for them.The debt crisis is the terrible legacy tiatrdonBrown is bequeathing to our country.
%XW (VFDO UHVSRQVLELOLW\ QHHGY D VRFLDO FRQVFLH
the poorest people inrBain to pay an unfair price for the mistakes of some of the richest.

Nor will we allow irresponsibility in the private sector to continue unchecked. We will bring
ODZ DQG RUGHU WR RXU ¢QDQFLDO PDUNHWY DV D QHFH'
prize forBritain is to create a new economic model, one founded on investment and savings not
ERUURZLQJ DQG GHEW 7KLV HFRQRPLF YLVLRQ UHAHFW\
vision of a truly modern economy: one that is greener and moreAatatonomy wherBritain
leads in science, technology and innovatigut. it is founded on a determination that wealth
and opportunity must be more fairly distributed. We want to see an economy where not just our
standard of living, but everyone’s quality of life, rises steadily and sustainably.

But a nation is only really successful if it is built on a strong soclty will never deal with
our debts and build a new economy unless we solve the social problems that cost so much and |
so many people back. Labour’s big government approach is making our social problems worse,
better — inequality and poverty on the rise; social mobility stalled; family breakdown a fact
of life for too many children. So we need fundamental change: from big government that presum
to know best, to thei§ Society that trusts in the people for ideas and innovation.

We will move from state action to social action, encouraging social responsibility in all its
forms and across all the country — whether curbing incivility on our streets or supporting social
enterprises with the power to transform neighbourhddésdingBritain's broken society will

EH D FHQWUDO DLP RI WKH QH[W &RQVHUYDWLYH JRYHUQTF

That is why in this manifesto we set ourselves an ambitious goal: toBritdia the most
family-friendly country inEurope.That is why we back thdHS. That is why we will reform
VFKRROV WR UDLVH VWDQGDUGY DQG UHVWRUH GLVFLSO
work; reform policing, sentencing and prisonsdAwvhy we are committed to a greener future.
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But we will not succeed in building ti8g Society, or in building a new economic model,
unless we stop government trying to direct everything from the centre. We will get nowhere with
yet more top-down state control. So, after thirteen years of Labour, we need radical political
reform. We need to change the whole way this country is rerCénservatives, we trust people.
We believe that if people are given more responsibility, they will behave more responsibly. We
believe that if you decentralise power, you get better results and better value for money. So the
plans set out in this manifesto represent an unprecedented redistribution of power and control
from the central to the local, from politicians and the bureaucracy to individuals, families and
neighbourhoods.

We will give people much more say over the things that affect their daily lives. We will make
government, politics and public services much more open and transpamgmte will give the
people who work in our public services much greater responsiBilityn return, they will have
to answer to the peoplellAhese measures will help restore trust in our broken political system.

We know that this is an ambitious visigkprofoundly optimistic visionlt is also an
authentically Conservative vision: sound money, backing enterprise, trusting péegeurney
we embarked on four and a half years ago was all about applying this Conservative approach
WR WKH SURJUHVVLYH FKDOOHQJHV RI RXU DJH PDNLQJ
inequality; improving the environment and general well-being. So our creed today is progressive
Conservatism; and this is an unashamedly progressive Conservative manifesto.

1RZ ZH DVN \RX WR MRLQ XV IRU WKH QH[W DQG PRVW L
Britain so we can offer a better life to all our citizens and play a proud and leading role in the wor

Each of the three programmes of reform outlined in this manifesto — our plans to build a new
economic model; to build tH&ig Society; to build a political system where people have more
power and control over their lives — is a massive undertaking in its own right. Yet we are proposil
to carry out these changes all at once, because that is the only waBtiteruton the right path
for a successful future.

Britain faces huge problems that demand radical change; and it cannot come soon enough.
We are impatient to get on with this work. We are determined to make a difference. We have the
policies to make that differenc&nd most importantly, we have faith in the peoplBidfain,
because we know that if we all pull together, stick together, then this country can change its futu
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CHANGE THE ECONOMY | INTRODUCTION

Get the economy moving

Gordon Brown's debt, waste and taxes have wrecked the economy and threaten to kill the
UHFRYHU\ $ &RQVHUYDWLYH JRYHUQPHQW ZLOO WDNH D
WD[ KHOS NHHS PRUWJDJH UDWHY ORZ DQG JHW WKH HF
model built on investment and savings, not borrowing and debt.

Where is the growth going to come from? Who will provide jobs for the millions out of work?
How will families be able to aspire to a better futuraé@se are the questions being asked about
Britain, at home and abroad.

One thing is clear. We can't go on with the old model of an economy built orl ebponsible
public spending, an overblown banking sector, and unsustainable consumer borrowing on the b:
Rl D KRXVLQJ EXEEOH ZHUH WKH IHDWXUHV RI DQ DJH RI
the economic crisidNow, with the national debt already doubled and in danger of doubling again, |
LV WKLV GHEW + WRJHWKHU ZLWK WKH MREV WD[ WKDW /
to kill the recovery.

Britain needs a new economic model. Saving and business investment must replace reckless
borrowing as the foundation of growth. We need to boost enterprise and develop a low carbon,
KL WHFK HFRQRP\ 2XU H[SRUWV PXVW JURZ :H QHHG WR
private sector, and we must get better value for money from the public sector.

LWK WKH QH[W &RQVHUYDWLYH JRYHUQPHQW RXU WD]
ZLOO KHOS %ULWLVK ¢UPV RXW FRPSHWH WKHLU JOREDO
EDODQFHG HFRQRP\ WKDW GRHVY QRW GHSHQG VR KHDYL(
all parts of the country share in the gaifise bedrock of this new economic model will be the
VWDELOLW\ DQG ORZ LQWHUHVW UDWHV WKDW FRPH IURI
SURWHFW %ULWDLQYV FUHGLW UDWLQJ DQG JLYH WDJ[SD\H

Building this new economic model requires a national effort. We can réet@@’'s economic
decline — but only if we accept that we are all in this togefeegovernment, even a strong and
united one, can create a better country allmeeds individuals, families and businesses pulling
alongside. We want to unite everyone in our country behind this bold vision ofBritistv
economic model.







CHANGE THE ECONOMY | BENCHMARKS FOR BITAIN

Benchmarks for Btain

JRU WKH ¢UVW WLPH WKH %ULWLVK SHRSOH ZLOO KDYH
ZKLFK WKH\ FDQ MXGJH WKH HFRQRPLF VXFFHVV RU IDLO
DFFRXQWDEOH DQG RSHQ 7KHVH DUH WKH HLJKW %HQFK
3DUOLDPHQW ZLOO PHDQ ZH KDYH SXW %ULWDLQ EDFN RQ
PRGHO YHU\ GLIIHUHQW IURP WKH GHEW GULYHQ HFRQRP

1. Ensure macroeconomic stability: We will safeguarddn’s credit rating with a credible plan
WR HOLPLQDWH WKH EXON RI WKH VWUXFWXUDO GH¢FL
help keep interest rates lower for londére independerBank ofEngland will continue to
WDUJHW SHU FHQW &RQVXPHU 3ULFH ,QGH[ &3, LQADW
VXSHUYLVLRQ WR SUHVHUYH (;QDQFLDO VWDELOLW\

2.Create a more balanced economy: :H ZLOO FUHDWH WKH FRQGLWLRQ
LOQYHVWPHQW DQG VDYLQJ DV D VKDUH RI *URVV 'RPHVW

3. Get Britain working again: We will reduce youth unemployment and reduce the number of
children in workless households as part of our strategy for tackling poverty and inequality.

4.Encourage enterprise:H ZLOO LPSURYH %ULWDLQYVY LQWHUQDWLI
and business regulation.

5. Ensure the whole country shares in rising prosperity: We will increase the private sector’s sha
of the economy in all regions of the country, especially outside London and the &suth E

6. Reform public services to deliver better value for money: We will raise productivity growth
in the public sector in order to deliver better schools and a bett®r NH

7. Create a safer banking system that serves the needs of the economy: We will reform the
regulation and structure of the banking system to ensure lower levels of leverage, less
dependence on unstable wholesale funding, and greater availability of credit for small and
PHGLXP VLIHG HQWHUSULVHV 60(V

8.Build a greener economy: :H ZLOO UHGXFH 8. JUHHQKRXVH JDV HF
share of global markets for low carbon technologies.
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Ensure macroeconomic stability

‘H ZLOO VDIHIXDUG %ULWDLQYfY FUHGLW UDWLQJ ZLWK D
GH¢{FLW RYHU D 3DUOLDPHQW 2XU ¢(¢VFDO SROLF\ ZLOO K
LQGHSHQGHQW %DQN RI (QJODQG ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR WD
UROH LQ SUXGHQWLDO VXSHUYLVLRQ WR SUHVHUYH ¢(QDQ

$IWHU D GHFDGH RI PLVP D QueltmMmdréase spahidiHg 8n health in real
entered the recession in poor shape, with the terms every year and honour our commitments
VHFRQG ELJJHVW EXGJHW Gdd ntetnétiohaDaitly isuHou® piaY kb QR SdHlifs
world. We have been honest about the scale of RQ WKH GH{ FLW ZLOO LQFOX!
the problem, and the actions we will need to  spending in many other departmental budgets.
take to deal with itThis will not be easy, but ~ That will enable the independedank of

we can overcome our problems if we all pull  England to keep interest rates as low as possible
together. for as long as possible.

The absence of a credible plan to deal with ouiTo ensure that no Labour government can
UHFRUG EXGJHW GH¢FLW WK W OIWHW WPRIWD @\RPEMRNIU X S
economy, is creating uncertainty oBgitain’s DJDLQ ZH ZLOO VHW XS DQ L
credit rating and interest ratdis instability  for BudgetResponsibility to restore trust in
XQGHUPLQHY FRQ¢GHQFH Dtie@oktiRen s Bidity Yoenage the public
investmentlt could tipBritain back into (QDQFHYV

recessionThis isGordonBrown'’s legacy — ) . "
. ) We will provide an emergendudget within
and why the greatest risk to our economic
GD\V RI WDNL JZ RI¢FH WR

UHFRYHU\ LV ¢YH PRUH \HDUV RI *RUGRQ %U
¢ plan for eIiminating?he %ulk of t%e structural

Urgent action to reduce debt  FXUUHQW EXGJHW GH¢FLW RA
case for starting early to re-establish our

Urgent action is needed if we are to avoid the oon0mic credibility is overwhelming, and is

higher borrowing costs that would inevitably - 5cked by economists and business leaders.
follow from a credit rating downgrade. So

we will cut wasteful government spending
WR EULQJ WKH GH¢FLW GRZQ DQG UHVWRUH VWDELOLW\
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We will start by cutting a net £6 billion of Cut govern ment waste to Stop

ZDVWHIXO GHSDUWPHQWDO YRHOGLQAJ &§ KR EQP%L[S’F

year 2010/11ln addition, we will make the
following savings: Labour are planning to increaldational

) . Insurance in 2011. @yone earning over
ffreeze public sector pay for one year in
ZLOOQ SD\ PRUH WD[ DCc

H[FOXGLQJ WKH RQH PL”OOLRé} ORZHVW SDLG
workers: ZLOO SDY PRUH WD[ RQ DOO M

7KLY MREV WD[ ZKLFK ZLOO K
Fhold a review to bring forward the date at  especially hard, will kill off the recovery.
which the state pension age startstoriseto ([SHUWYVY SUHGLFW LW ZLOO F
66, although it will not be sooner than 2016 and medium-sized businesses alone.

for men and 2020 for women; . . .
At the same time, Labour will not take action to

IVWRS SD\LQJ WD[ FUHGLWVFWWR EZBWWH WU ®RIIJRDRUQPHINQ W
with incomes over £50,000; £11 billion pounds of waste, but they do not

plan to start dealing with it un#pril 2011.

So Labour will continue wasting money while

SXWWLQJ XS WD[HV RQ ZRUNL

¥ cut government contributions to Childust
Funds for all but the poorest third of families
and families with disabled children;
We will act immediately to cut government
waste so we can stop the most damaging part of
FcutMinisters’ pay by 5 per cent, followed by theNationallnsurance rise for employers and
D ¢YH \HDU IUHH]H DQG for anyone earning under £35,000.

Fcap public sector pensions above £50,000;

Freduce the number of R& by 10 per cent. We will make the following changes April

. ) 2011, relative to Labour’s plans:
Over the course of a Parliament, we will cut

Whitehall policy, funding and regulation Fraise the primary threshold fidational
costs by a third, saving £2 billion a year, and  Insurance by £24 a week and raise the Upper
save a further £1 billion a year from quango Earnings Limit by £29 a week; and,

bureaucracy.
4 fraise the secondary threshold at which

employers start payingationallnsurance
by £21 a week.
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Seven out of ten working people — those the quality of frontline service3hese are
earning between £7,100 and £45,400 —and over and above any savings already planned by
almost every employer will save up to £150  Labour. We will achieve this through:
a year per person compared to under Labour.
afreeze on mwr nel/mformau n and

/IRZHU HDUQHUV ZLOO JHW WKHJ HD EH W DV

. : ) &R PPXQLFDWLRQV 7|-?FKQR0F
a percentage of their earningabvddy will be soendin
worse off as a result of these changes. P g
fimmediate negotiations to achieve cost

Our plans are backed by manyBitain’s to
P y et P reductions from major suppliers;

business leaders, who between them employ
more than half a million people, as well as by ftighter control of public sector recruitment;

Britain’s leading business organisations. ) . ) )
Freductions in discretionary spending,

To pay for this we will take immediate action LQFOXGLQJ WUDYHO H[SHQ!'
to cut a net £6 billion of wasteful departmental FRQVXOWDQF\ DQG RI¢FH VX
VSHQGLQJ LQ WKH (’QDQFLDiOreéuct%Hsin bi ZITWK " ¢
further savings in future yearBhis is in pubIIC Sector property costs.
DGGLWLRQ WR WKH VDY LQJWemRil GaictE \alfodrespehdng pler3 for
credits and ChildrustFunds for better- 2010/11 in health and overseas &aden our

off families. commitment to carry out a Strategic Defence
and SecurityReview, it would also not be
p;od)nate to m:ilke |ndear redu|(_:|t|8n6 to the

ERXU
HILVWLQJ GHIHQFH EXGJHW L
e

These actions will allow us to reduce the a
GH¢{FLW PRUH TXLFNO\ WKD(f
while avoiding the most damaging part of

in th s protected areas will be channelled

WKHLU MREV WD[ ,W ZLOO DOVR ORZHU WKH SURSRUWLR
back into frontline service3he net £6 hillion

Rl WKH UHGXFWLRQ RI WKH VWUXFWXUDO GH¢ FLW WKDW
of savm'gls will be made fromthe remaining

LV DFFRXQWHG IRU E\ WD[ LOQOFUADVHV TURP DERXW
de(\)/\z}rtmental budgets.

RQH WKLUG WRZDUGYV RQH ¢(ITWK 7KLVTLV LQ OLQH

with international best practice, as well as the
Treasury’s own internal analysis.

Former government advisers Sir PeBershon
and DrMartinRead have advised us that
savings of £12 billion across all departmental
spending are possible in-year without affecting
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Create a more balanced economy
‘H ZLOO FUHDWH WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU KLIJIKHU H[SRU3VV

For the last decade, growth has been too Fcreating a better focus on Science,
dependent on government spending and debt- TechnologyEngineering andaths
fuelled consumption. kre than half of the new 67(0 VXEMHFWYV LQ VFKRRO

jobs created were driven by public spending. o . ) )
festablishing a new\}:\)/rlze for en%lneerlng.
+RXVHKROG VDYLQJVY FROODSVHG QG KH 8. DV

the lowest investment as a shar&bfP of 5HVHDUFK DQG GHYHORSPHQ!
DQ\ * FRXQWU\ 2XU VKD U HirRproZed B3 efoesedrRdd W-éch companies,
has fallen by almost a third. sustainable small businesses and new start-éythe

UHFRYHU\ PXVW EH GULY H Qsdhe drdaRweM K glvestion Fatkng\o the
and business investment, and through a bettegrowth industries that generate high-quality
environment for wealth creation. jobs around the country.

MakeBritain the leading hi-tech :H ZLOO0 LPSURYH WKH SHUIR!
H [S RUWHU LQ (X UR gaﬁr andnvestment with a renewed focus
on hig

h priority sectors and markets where
We will implement key recommendations fromWKH UHWXUQ RQ WD[SD\HUVY
Sir James Dyson'&eview into how to achieve will regularly compare government support for
our goal of makindBritain Europe’s leading H[SRUWHUYV DQG LQZDUG LQY
KL WHFK H[SRUWHU LQFO X Gskr@ides provided by our competitors. We will
work for the successful conclusion of the Doha
trade round and support bilateral free trade
QHIJRWLDWLRQV EHWZHHQ WK
and other countries.

Fencouraging the establishment of
joint university-business research and
development institutes;

Finitiating a multi-year Science amesearch
Budget to provide a stable investment climate
for Research Councils;

11
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Encouragesaving and ‘H PXVW QRW OHW WKH PLV V
investment products put people off saving. We will _
implement theOdmbudsman’s recommendation

2Q0\ E\ VDYLQJ PRUH FDQ ZtbmakgEa®a&nH transparent payments to
investment for the future without being Equitable Life policy holders, through an
GHSHQGHQW RQ XQVXVWD L @dzpeddéntp@yigr sthBrheFfor heivtdabve
from abroad. We will help stop the spread of loss as a consequence of regulatory failure.
means-testing by restoring the link between .

the basic state pension and average earnings,HEIp households manage their
making it worthwhile for people to savet@r debts

measures we will take to encourage saving

. Going into the recessioByritain’s consumer
include:

debt was the highest in th& G\ Conservative

Freinvigorating occupational pensions and  government will promote responsible consumer

working with employers and industry to (¢ QDQFH E\ FUHDWLQJ D SRZHI

support auto-enrolment into pensions; SURWHFWLRQ $JHQF\ &3% WHF
Fworking with the trade unions, businesses Fmanm.a ! SerwceAuth .O ritys cor.1$umer

. . . protection role. addition, we will;

and others to address the growing disparity

between public sector pensions and private $+ JLYH WKH &3% QHZ SRZHUV V

sector pensions, while protecting accrued H[FHVVLYH ERUURZLQJ UDW&F

rights; and,
FODXQFK %ULWDLQYV ¢(¢UVW I

Twhen resources allow, starting to reverse the advice service, funded in full through a
HITHFWV RI WKH DEROLWLR @eR sotiaKréspGrisililityddyyos tha D [

credit for pension funds. cQDQFLDO VHUYLFHV VHFWR
We will reward those who have saved for fintroduce a seven-day cooling off period
their retirement by ending the effective for store cards;

obligation to buy an annuity at age Axd ) . . .
irea[l)ure credit card companies o provide
ZH ZLOO UDLVH WKH LQKHULVY (%FH WD[V(y UHVKROG
clear information; and,

to £1 million to help millions of people who

aspire to pass something on to their children, fensure that no-one is forced to sell their
SDLG IRU E\ D VLPSOH ADW UlibiveHo Galyl inseR@eddeh® of less
non-domiciled individuals. than £25,000.

12
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“I've always believed that we'll only solve our big social and economic problems if we

all get involved and try and make a different¢s.rever enough just to sit back and

think ‘well the government can take care of it' — | think we've all got a responsibility

to do what we can.fat's why every day, my colleagues and | use all the innovation

DQG AH[LELOLW\ ZH FDQ PXVWHU WR KHOS WKRVH IXUYV
overcome their personal barriers to worer Fe, it is all about believing in the power

of people. ®morrow’s People welcomes the concept of the single Work Programme —

it pulls everything together and allows organisations like ours to support people more
effectively on their individual journey from welfare into work.”

14
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Get Bitain working again

'H ZLOO UHGXFH \RXWK XQHPSOR\PHQW DQG UHGXFH WKH
SDUW RI RXU VWUDWHJI\ IRU WDFNOLQJ SRYHUW\ DQG LQH

Under Labour, youth unemployment has %HQH:;W ZKR GR QRW JHW HQI
UHDFKHG RYHU ZLWK RQWWQQNBURJUDPPHV :H ZL
\RXQJ SHRSOH XQDEOH WR JFX®& DHMRE FOD DRIBHQIMY Rl ,QFI
risk of creating a lost generation of young 7TKRVH IRXQG (W IRU ZRUN ZL
people without the skills to participate in the ontoJobseeker'd\llowance.Recipients of
workforce, without hope for the futuret the ,OQFDSDFLW\ %YHQH{;W ZKR DU
same time, economic inactivity is rising,and ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR UHFHLYH
PRUH WKDQ ¢(YH PLOOLRQ SwhRIStOel a2 ErtitldtDUWYVIRK PZogrdmime
DQG RQ EHQH ¢ ;WV will:

This tidal wave of worklessness is making it} offer people targeted, personalised help

hard for many families to make ends méet. sooner — straight away for those with serious
recent years, the number of people living in EDUULHUVY WR ZRUN DQG DW
VHYHUH SRYHUW\ KDV ULVHQagatiQhtlet®3; VL[ FKLOGUHQ LQ

WKH 8. QRZ OLYHV LQ D ZRUNOIaV,V KRXVHKROG + WKH
T be delivered through private and voluntary

sector providers, which will be rewarded on
a payment by results basis for getting people
into sustainable work;

highest proportion of any country Europe —
and child poverty has gone up in recent years.
Getting people back into work is an essential
part of realising the goal of eliminating child
poverty by 2020, and ensuring that everyone fdraw on a range of Servieéeademies
EHQH/{WV IURP HFRQRPLF JUR&dffeKpre-employment training for
XQHPSOR\HG SHRSOH * RXU
Reduce welfare dependency Academy, for hospitality and leisure, will

We will scrap Labour’s failing employment provide up to 50,000 training places and

schemes and create a single Work Programme WOrk placements; and,
for everyone who is unemployed, including the
2.6 million people claimingricapacity
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finvolve the development of local Work To support small businesses further, we will:

Clubs — places where people looking
Fmake s m allb u |ne rate rellef automatic;

IRU ZRUN FDQ JDWKHU WRJHVgK JH
VNLOOV QG RSSRUWXQLWLHY PDNH XVHIXO
contacts and provide mutual support. Faim to deliver 25 per cent of government

research and procurement contracts through
SMEs by cutting the administrative costs of
bidding.

Our plans will give unemployed people a hand
up, not a hand out. Unemployed people must
be prepared to take up job offers. So, with the
&RQVHUYDWLYHV ORQJ WH Wewt supdorg Would-®entPePrénduys
ZKR IDLO WR ¢QG ZRUN ZL O Ghraughd rewxltogr&h@nan- RVoukdet Yaurself
for the dole’ on community work programmes. — which will give unemployed people direct
Anyone onlobseeker'd\llowance who refuses access to business mentors and substantial
to join the Work Programme will lose the right loans. We need to make work pay, so we will
WR FODLP RXW RI ZRUN E H Qep\Wa/miighwnvwags\akdiors te reduce
while people who refuse to accept reasonable WKH YHU\ KLJK PDUJLQDO WD
MRE RIITHUV FRXOG IRUIHLW pgbpldion lowErddpnids wioivaiR td ret@n\é R
three years. fiis will create a welfare system work or increase their earnings. We will look
WKDW LV IDLU EXW UP at how to abolish the default retirement age, as

. many older people want to carry on working.
Boost small business And we will force equal pay audits on any
In the end, it is not the state that creates company found to be discriminating on the
sustainable employment — it is business peopl@asis of gender.
And small businesses are especially importani
WR WKH 8.1V HFRQRPLF UHFR
unemploymentGovernment can help boost hlgher educatlon

HQWHUSULVH E\ ORZHULQJ ¥ellodihg ¥¥dhdmies SHEIE to Brdvide

regulation and improving workers’ skills. highly-skilled work at a fraction of the cost

$V ZHOO DV VWRSSLQJ /D ERXGHHN AROENVIOLBYY WRRWS Gk H
¢cUVW WZR \HDUV RI D &R Q V$PURES & pydrpmagcally ingrevinge

any new business will pay narloyers skills of Britain's workforce, yet thousands
1IDWLRQDO ,QVXUDQFH RQ WRNI DEORI? I§34e 8FNAbeYRRYEATH v L W
KLUHV GXULQJ LWV ¢UVW \H¥hgut the skills they need to get a good

\prove Skl||S and st r %then
HU\ LQJ
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job. A Conservative government will not Universities contribute enormously to the
accept another generation being consigned economyBut not all of this contribution comes
to an uncertain future of worklessness and  directly — it can come from fundamental
dependency. research with no immediate application —and
universities also have a crucial cultural role.
We will ensure thaBritain's universities enjoy

the professions, and good jobs for young people
: . WKH IUHHGRP WR SXUVXH DF]|
from all backgrounds. We will use funding

. . and focus on raising the quality of the student
that currently supports Labour’s ineffective
. H[SHULHQFH 7R HQDEOH WKL
employment and training schemes, such as

Train2Gain, to provide our own help for people tdelay the implementation of tiesearch

looking to improve their skillsThis will allow ([FHOOHQFH )UDPHZRUN VR V
us to: reviewed — because of doubts about whether
there is a robust and acceptable way of
measuring the impact of all research;

We will promote fair access to universities,

Fcreate 400,000 work pairing, apprenticeship,
college and training places over two years;

T consider carefully the results of Lord
Browne’s review into the future of higher
education funding, so that we can unlock

Festablish a Community Learningfd to the potential of universities to transform our
help people restart their careers; and, economy, to enrich students’ lives through

teaching of the highest quality, and to

advance scholarship; and,

tgive SMEs a £2,000 bonus for every
apprentice they hire;

Fcreate a new all-age careers service so that
everyone can access the advice they need.
FSURYLGH HI[WUD XQLYH
year, paid for by giving graduates incentives
to pay back their student loans early on an

entirely voluntary basis.

To meet the skills challenge we face, the
training sector needs to be given the freedom
to innovate. We will set colleges free from
direct state control and abolish many of the
further education quangos Labour have putin
place. Public funding will follow the choices of
students and be delivered by a single agency,
the Rurther Blucation kEinding Council.
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'"HVSLWH KDYLQJ D SRSXODWLRQ WZHQW\ WLPHV VPDO (
beacon for innovation and enterprise, attracting more venture capital investment than
WKH ZKROH RI WKH 8. +DYLQJ OHG WKH LQWHUQHW UH
a world leader in green technology developmehese successes are thanks to the

highly skilled workforce and world-class universities, the ease of starting a business, and
the availability of credit and investment &ddition, companies in Silicoralfey have

been able to attract employees in a highly competitive labour market by introducing
PHDVXUHV WR LPSURYH WKH JHQHUDO ZHOO EHLQJ RI \
childcare facilities.
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Encourage enterprise

‘H ZLOO LPSURYH %ULWDLQYY LOWHUQDWLRQDO UDQNLQJ

7TKLUWHHQ \HDUV DJR % U L\QRLIQE\weMdpé tv iediedtiresE Ealés
one of the most competitive in the developed further.Our ambition is to create the most
world. Over the last decade, other counties FRPSHWLWLYH WD[ VAVWHP L(
KDYH FXW WKHLU WD[ UDWHYYHK\HDHUR XU WD[ VI\VWHP KD
EHFRPH RQH RI WKH PRVW FRPSOH L% WKH ZRUOG
- . . 'H ZLO UHVWRUH WKH WDJ[ V
Our competitiveness rating has fallen, while the, . . . .
S|mpI|C|R/, stab|I|t§ and e\r/edlctabllltg our

EXUGHQ RI UHIJXODWLRQ DQG WKH LPSDF RI'W rl)DWLR

. . cUVW % XGIJHW ZH ZLOO VH
have risen. We can only make a sustainable

) . ) PDS IRU WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI F
economic recovery if we send a clear signal that

. ) . providing greater certainty and stability to
Britain is open for business agairhat means . ) )
bustne%ses. We will create an |ndepljendent

VWRSSLQJ /DERXUTV MREV WD RZHULQJ FRUSRUDWH
HRI 7D 6LPSOLFDWLRQ
WD[ UDWHV UHGXFLQJ WKH UBHIXODWR \EXUGI—f’Q
WR WKH WD[ VA\VWHP

and supporting innovation and sustainable
GHYHORSPHQW + FKDQJHV WKeDWN také ©5eridstaf@nidasuives to encourage
businesses of all sizes and boost employment.)RUHLJQ 'LUHFW ,QYHVWPHQW

including:
&XW DQG VLPSOLI\ EXVLQHVV WD[HV
$1PDNLQJ WKH 8. D PRUH DWW

The Conservative Party believes inlowerand  py ow L QDWLRQDOV E\ VLPSC

VLPSOHU WD[DWLRQ 7KDW L¥,gKledblefh Eothphhfes/ititsH

that by far the largest part of the burden of

GHDOLQJ ZLWK WKH GH ¢ FLW g op Boing wardsaday el o g
UDWKHU WKDQ KLJKHU WD [HWV RSRW PEHWKHL f MW EWRT YAK
the most urgent task we need to undertake if JHQHUDWHG LQ WKH 8. DQG
wearetogettheeconomymoving,butitisnot_aF FUHDWLQJ DQ DWWUDFWLYH
enough. So, initially, we will cut the headline intellectual property.

UDWH RI FRUSRUDWLRQ WD[ WR S DQG WKH VPDOO
companies’ rate to 20p, funded by reducing

FRPSOH[ UHOLHIV DQG DOORZDQFHYV
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Reduce regulation ¥ publishing online all government tender
documents for contracts worth over £10,000

,QFUHDVLQJ DPRXQWYV RI UH G WO bR Gebitd? SOHI

regulation have eroddgtitain’s reputation
as a good place to invest, create jobs or start +FUHDWLQJ D OHYHO SOD\LQ.

a businessA Conservative government will ICT in government procurement; and,

introduce regulatory budgets: forcing any + opening up contracts tVEs by breaking
government body wanting to introduce a new up largel CT projects into smaller
regulation to reduce regulation elsewhere by a components.

greater amounfnd we will give the public the

opportunity to force the worst regulations to be?? U LWDLQTV FRPSOH[ DQG XQ.
repealed. VIVWHP KDV ORQJ EHHQ FLWF

barrier to growth and wealth creation. We will
To encourage new businesses to start up, We create a presumption in favour of sustainable
will reduce the number of forms needed to development in the planning system. We will
register a new business —moving towards a  ggjish the unelectdafrastructure Planning
‘one-click’ registration model —to malitain g RpPPLVVLRQ ,3& DQG UHSOLIL
the fastest place in the world to start a businesg, | ¢FLHQW DQG GHPRFUDWLFE

and end the restrictions on social tenants system that provides a fast-track process for
starting a business from their homes. major infrastructure projects. We will:

We are proud of the last Conservative tuse private or hybriills to promote major
government’s industrial relations reforms, projects, such as our plans for a national high

which helped bring about our economic revival speed rail network;

in the 1980s, and we will always be prepared to
build on them if necessary. Fensure that all other major infrastructure

projects are considered at planning inquiries
Support innovation and which have binding timetables and which

sustainable development IRFXV RQ SODQQLQJ LVVXHYV
permission given by a Mister; and,

Government procurement is a £200 billion a
year market that can be used much better to
stimulate enterprise and innovation. We will

take steps to open up government procurement Projects are not disrupted or delayed.
to small and innovative businesses by:

¥ provide transitional arrangements for projects
already before thePC to ensure that these
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Attract the bng htest and best to We want to encourage students to come to our
our cou ntry universities and colleges, but our student visa

system has become the biggest weakness in our
Immigration has enriched our nation over the border controlsA Conservative government
years and we want to attract the brightest and will strengthen the system of granting student
the best people who can make a real differenceisas so that it is less open to abuse. We want

to our economic growttBut immigration to make it easier for reputable universities and
today is too high and needs to be reduced. Wecolleges to accept applications, while putting

do not need to attract people todo jobsthat H[WUD VFUXWLQ\ RQ QHZ LQV
could be carried out BBritish citizens, given DFFHSW IRUHLJQ VWXGHQWYV
the right training and support. So we will take not registered with Companie®useln

steps to take net migration back to the levels addition, we will:

of the 1990s — tens of thousands a year, not

finsist foreign students at new or unregistered
hundreds of thousands. g 9

institutions pay a bond in order to study in
To help achieve this goal, we will introduce a  this country, to be repaid after the student
number of measures, such as: has left the country at the end of their studies;

¥setting an annual limit on the number of non-f ensure foreign students can prove that
(8 HFRQRPLF PLIJUDQWYV DG PALKHN K® LK) WKRHWEKEBDBQFLDO F
to live and work; WKHPVHOYHYVY LQ WKH 8. DQ

Flimiting access only to those who will bring  Frequire that students must usually leave the
the most value to therBish economy; and, country and reapply if they want to switch

. . to another course or apply for a work permit.
Fapplying transitional controls as a matter of

course in the future for all neBJ Member
States.

In addition, we will promote integration into
British society, as we believe that everyone
coming to this country must be ready to
embrace our core values and become a part
of their local community. So there will be an
English language test for anyone coming here
to get married.
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Ensure the whole country shares in rising prosperity

‘H ZLOO LQFUHDVH WKH SULYDWH VHFWRUYV VKDUH RI W
RXWVLGH /RQGRQ DQG WKH 6RXWK (DVW

7RR PDQ\ DUHDV RI WKH 8. (@b &N\na&orXitids ddeogEngland, Scotland
private sector and are too dependent on publicand Wales. Stage two will deliver two new lines
spendingThese regional imbalances have got bringing theNorth East, Scotland and Wales
worse over the last decade, despite billions of into the high speed rail network.

pounds spent by tfieegional Development Because traveI abroad |s so important for
$IJHQFLHV 5'$v 2XU DLP LV WR

. , our economy an(ﬂor family holidays, we
private sector’s share of the economy in every
need to improve our airports and reduce the

part of the country by boosting enterprise and
HQYLURQPHQWDO LPSDFW RI

creating a better business environment. We . )
) . to makeHeathrow airport better, not bigger.
will work closely with local government, and . . .
We will stop the third runway and instead

with the Scottish Parliament, Welalssembl . . . .
y link Heathrow directly to our high speed rail

andNorthernlrelandAssembly, to achieve o .
network, providing an alternative to thousands

this goal. X

RI ALJKWV ,Q DGGLWLRQ ZH
Create a modern transport ¥block plans for second runways at Stansted
network and Gatwick; and,

$ UHEDODQFHG HFRQRP\ UH TréfbrohnHivP&ssnber\Duty@oehdottage a
and reliable infrastructure.uBtransport has switch to fuller and cleaner planes.
been a low priority for Labour, and the hassle . .

. . . To improve life for commuters and encourage
of getting around is bad for business, bad for

o ) ) eople to switch to lower carbon public
families and bad for everyone’s quality of life. peop . . P
transport, we will reform our railways to

A Conservative government will begin work  provide a better focus on tackling problems
immediately to create a high speed rail line  that matter most to passengers, such as
connecting London andeathrow with overcrowding. We will grant longer, more
Birmingham,Manchester and LeedBhis is AH[LEOH UDLO IUDQFKLVHV W
WKH ¢ UVW VWHS WRZDUGYV BeEtirlirdestiment irRindddovérhantsRKe IdRder
creating a national high speed rail network to trains and better stations.
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‘H VXSSRUW &URVVUDLO DQGHWK IF RIWDHH S\W UH ) WDW/R RIGI R | W |
the Great Western line to South Wales. We willsmoothly.
turn the rail regulator into a powerful passenger
. g P . P . g We will consult on the introduction of Bdir
champion and reforiNetworkRail to make it . .
. .. Fuel Stabiliser'This would cut fuel duty
more accountable to its customersdAwve will o . .
. . s . when oil prices rise, and vice versavbuld
introduce a moratorium on building on disused . ,
. o ) . ensure families, businesses and the whole
rail lines still in public ownership, so they are
. %YULWLVK HFRQRP\ DUH OHVYV
available to be re-opened. i .
oil markets, and that there is a more stable
Britain has the chance to lead the world in environment for low carbon investment.
making our transport system greener. So we )
will introduce incentives for electricity network Spread prosperlty
operators to establish a new national car
recharging network, making it much easier
for drivers to move to electric and plug-in
hybrid vehicles. We will support sustainable

We wantBritain to become &uropean hub
for hi-tech, digital and creative industries —
but this can only happen if we have the right
infrastructure in place.dgablishing a super-

travel initiatives that work best for local IDVW EURDGEDQG QHWZRUN \
communities by: could generate 600,000 additional jobs and add
tgiving the concerns of cyclists much £18 billion toBritain's GDP.

greater priority; ‘H ZLOO VFUDS /DERXUfV SKR
tencouraging partnerships between requireBT and other infrastructure providers

bus operators and local authorities; and, to allow the use of their assets to deliver super-
fast broadband across the counitfypecessary,
we will consider using the part of the licence
fee that is supporting the digital switchover to
We will stop central government funding fund broadband in areas that the market alone

IRU QHZ ¢[HG VSHHG FDPHUWNOUEEH vZLWFK WR
more effective ways to make our roads safer, e will give councils and businesses the power
including authorising ‘drugalyser’ technology 14 form their own business-led local enterprise

for use in testing for drug-driving. We partnerships instead BIDAs. Where local
will make companies that dig up our roads ¢4 ncils and businesses want to maintain

accountable for the congestion they cause andregionally—based enterprise partnerships, they
crack down on rogue clampers. Councils will

¥ helping people cut down on work-related
travel.
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will be able to. Local government should be at
the heart of our economic recovery, so we will:

Fallow councils to keep above-average
increases in business rate revenue so that
communities which go for growth can reap
WKH EHQH{ WV

Fgive councils new powers to introduce
further discounts on business rates; and,

fintroduce an immediate freeze of, and
inquiry into, theGovernment'’s punitive
programme of back-dating business rates
on ports.
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Reform public services to deliver better value for money

‘H ZLOO UDLVH SURGXFWLYLW\ JURZWK LQ WKH SXEOLF V
and a better NHS

Public sector productivity has fallen under workers. We will encourage them to come
Labour, acting as a drag on growth and together to form employee-led co-operatives
reducing the quality of our public services.  and bid to take over the services they fmnis

If productivity in the public sector had grown will empower millions of public sector workers

at the same rate as in private sector services, to become their own boss and help them to

we could now have the same quality of public GHOLYHU EHWWHU VHUYLFHV
services for £60 billion less each year. So, by shift in power from the state to working people
improving public sector productivity while since the sale of council houses in the 1980s.
getting a grip on the debt, we will still be
able to deliver better public servicdhat

is why good government costs less with the
Conservatives.

Transparency is crucial to creating a value for
money culture. We will publish all items of
spending over £25,000 online, and the salaries
of senior civil servants in central government

Decentralisation, accou ntabi"ty will also be published. We will create strong
andtransparency cQDQFLDO GLVFLSOLQH DW D
DQG SODFH DQ REOLJDWLRQ

We value the work of those employed in money wisely at the heart of civil service
our public services, and a Conservative employment contractsnladdition, we will:

overnment will work with them to deliver
g fintroduce and publish a standard set of cost

higher productivity and better value for
measures that czgoture the key drivers of
PRQH\ IRU WD[SD\HUV :H ZLOO UDLV

de artmental spendin
sector productivity by increasing diversity of P P g
SURYLVLRQ H[WHQGLQJ S D\ihelgdépaiindotdifanc \likécdrg G
giving more power to consumers. PDQDJH UHVRXUFHY PRUH HI

Giving public sector workers ownership ofthe $+ LPSOHPHQW FOHDU ¢(QDQFLI
services they deliver is a powerful way to drive targets for senior civil servants; and,
HI¢FLHQF\ VR ZH ZLOO VXSSRUW FR RSHUDWLYHV DQG
L TFUHDWH IRFXV RQ GHOLYF
mutualisation as a way of transferring public
, management across government.
assets and revenue streams to public sector
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Create a safer banking system that serves the needs of the econ

‘H ZLOO UHIRUP WKH UHJXODWLRQ DQG VWUXFWXUH RI W
OHVV GHSHQGHQFH RQ XQVWDEOH ZKROHVDOH IXQGLQJ T

,Q WKH UXQ XS WR WKH ¢ Q Ds€ckot da®supphithelalfordéble cradlt st
banks became amongst the most indebted andbusinesses need.

most leveraged in the world — with disastrous ) . ) L
) We will abolishGordonBrown’s failed tripartite
consequences for us alhi credit boom i
s%stem of regulation and put tBank ofEngland
WXUQHG LQWR D EXVW ZLW DVLf](?Iau:,I?QWIDOO L(,])1
in char%e of prudentia suelerwsmn. We wi
FUHGLW DYDLODEOH WR ¢(UPV /DEN Rh_DF_F VV WR |
. . . ) restore théank’s historic role in monitoring
credit remains a major problem, especially for ) )
the overall growth of credit and debt in the
SMEs. We need to change the way we regulate » .
. . economy. h addition, we will:
our banks to stop a crisis on this scale ever

happening again. 1 pursue international agreement to prevent

retail banks from engaging in activities, such

5HIRUP é Q D Q FLDO VH fa}g}(-slcare M)Metary trading, that put
7KH ¢ QDQFLDO VHUYLFHV VH Fﬂ\ﬁgﬁb”i}vﬁl&haﬂsﬁsrln?Et)r(lsé; PRVW
globally successful industries, and we want  £empower théank ofEngland to crack

the City to be the leading location for global down on risky bonus arrangements;

(QODQFH %XW WKH ¢QDQFLDO VHFWRU PXVW QRW SXW Wt
- . Fincrease competition in the banking industry,
stability of the whole economy at risk.

starting with a study of competition in the
We will putin place a levy on banks. We are sector to inform our strategy for selling the
prepared to act unilaterally if necessary, but government’s stakes in the banks; and,
there is emerging international agreement
on this approach and the US @grman
governments have both announced similar
plans.

tas the government comes to sell off its holdings
in the banks, offer a ‘people’s bank bonus’, so
that everybody in the country has the chance
to buy a stake in the state-owned banks.

We need fundamental reform of our ] )
. - We will create more diverse sources of affordable

failed regulatory system, avoiding badly-

. . . credit for small businesses, building on our
designed regulations that will damage our

FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV DQG HQRW??T'SQWavalli?%a\'A'TOWQﬁraQteéeDSg‘ETeDc
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Japan is a world leader in the development of green technotdgyebts
LQ5'DW DOPRVW GRXEOH WKH 8.1V UDWH D¢
URXJKO\ SHU FHQW RI JUHHQ WHFKQRORJ\ ¢
UHVXOW -DSDQ LV IDU DKHDG RI WKH 8. LQ W
technology. Tis leadership is not just good for the economy; it's also good
IRU WKH HQYLURQPHQW )RU H[DPSOH WKDQN
technologies,apan has the lowest carbon intensity of any major economy.
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Build a greener economy

‘H ZLOO UHBXHFHQKRXVH JDV HPLVVLRQV DQG LQFUHDVH |
carbon technologies.

Labour have said the right things on climate greenindividual Saving&\ccounts to help
change, but these have proved little morethanSURYLGH WKH ¢ QDQFLDO EDF!
warm words. Despite three White Papers, a low carbon economy.
a multitude of strategies and endless new
cred|ble and sustalnable price for carbon
DQQRXQFHPHQWYVY WKH 8. QR WV PRUH
is V|tal if we are to see adequate and timely
energy from fossil fuels than it did in 19Qur
o . . investment in new electricity generation.
performance on emissions has been criticised
Whatever the carbon content of electricity
by environmental groups and we have the worst

generated, operators considering new
record of any majdEU nation when it comes
i investments in projects with a life of several
to renewable energ¥his must change to

. decades need to know where they stand. We

safeguard Btain and the world's future. . .
will reform the Climate Change Levy to

We need to cut our carbon emissions totackle SURYLGH D ARRU SULFH IRU F
the challenge of climate chandgt the the right climate for investment in low carbon
ORZ FDUERQ HFRQRP\ DOV RestyRNMddGctorn. H{FLWLQJ
opportunities foBritish businesses. We will
encourage private sector investment to put
Britain at the forefront of the green technology
revolution, creating jobs and new businesses
across the country.

H ZLOO LQFUHDVH WKH SURS
DFFRXQWHG IRU E\ HQYLURQP
that any additional revenues from new green
WD[HV WKDW DUH SULQFLSDC
environmental measure to change behaviour
Create a low carbon future DUH XVHG WR UHGXFH WKH E.

elsewhere.
This wave of low carbon innovation we want

to unleash requires investment, so we will

FUHDWH %ULWDLQYV ¢UVW *UHHQ ,QYHVWPHQW %DQN

— which will draw together money currently

GLYLGHG DFURVYV H[LVWLQJ JRYHUQPHQW LQLWLDWLYHV
OHYHUDJLQJ SULYDWH VHFWRU FDSLWDO WR (QDQFH
new green technology start-ups. We will create
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CHANGE SOCIETY | INTRODUCTION

Mend our broken society

Our society is broken, but together we can mend it: we can build tt#o8igty.A Conservative
JRYHUQPHQW ZLOO PDNH %ULWDLQ WKH PRVW IDPLO\ 1UL
ZKLFK PDWWHUV PRUH WR IDPLOLHV WKDQ DQ\WKLQJ :H
KLIKHU VWDQGDUGY DQG LPSURYHG GLVFLSOLQH IRU DO
FDXVHV RI SRYHUW\ DQG ¢(JKW EDFN DJDLQVW FULPH

'"HVSLWH /DERXUYV PDVVLYH H[SDQVLRQ RI WKH VWDWH
not betterThe number of people living in poverty has risen in the last three years, and inequality
is at a record high. We have some of the worst rates of family breakdown in thd nvedohe
Rl WKH PRVW GHSULYHG SDUWV RI WKH FRXQWU\ OLIH H|
gap at school between the richest and poorest is growing.

This terrible record of failure is not just a problem that affects our society and ruins people’s
lives. It affects our economy too, costing billions and wasting potetitialthe result of a political
approach that addresses the symptoms, rather than the underlying causes, of social breakdown
one that relies on top-down government intervention and bureaucratic micro-management.

So we need a new approach: social responsibility, not state contigigtBeciety, not big
governmentOnly in this way will we tackle the causes of poverty and inequality, rather than just
the symptomsOnly in this way will we transform the quality of our public servidesd only in
this way will we rebuild shattered communities and repair the torn fabric of society.

So we will redistribute power from the central state to individuals, families and local
communities. We will give public sector workers back their professional automoey will
be accountable to the people they serve and the results they achieve will be made trafisparent.
people don't like the service they receive they will be able to choose better alterhatikiesway,
we will create opportunities for people to take power and control over their@ineapproach is
absolutely in line with the spirit of the age: the post-bureaucratic age.

This vision demands a cultural change across the co@rguccess will depend not just on
the actions we take but on society’'s respoBggromoting equality and tackling discrimination,
RXU SROLFLHY OLNH UHFRJQLVLQJ FLYLO SDUWQHUVKLS
disabled people live independently, will give everybody the chance to play theiFipanay,
we can make #tain fairer and safer; a country where opportunity is more equal.
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Build the Bg Society

‘H ZLOO XVH WKH VWDWH WR KHOS VWLPXODWH VRFLDO D
VHUYLFHY DQG WUDLQLQJ QHZ FRPPXQLW\ RUJDQLVHUV W
FLWL]HQ EHLQJ D PHPEHU RI DQ DFWLYH QHLJKERXUKRRG
WKDW VWUHQJWKHQ FRPPXQLWLHV LQ GHSULYHG DUHDYV
LQLWLDOO\ IRU \HDU ROGV WR KHOS EULQJ RXU FRXQW

The size, scope and role of government in But we recognise that it is not enough to create
WKH 8. KDV UHDFKHG D SR L Gppértdnitiddfdd peaple togeRiR/aved in
inhibiting, not advancing, the progressive aimsbuilding theBig Society; our reform plans

RI UHGXFLQJ SRYHUW\ ¢ JKWauddalsdgibl fesié wWdrddd tQ e
increasing general well-being. We can't go on successful. So building thegSociety is not
pretending that government has all the answeijgist a question of the state stepping back and
hoping for the best: it will require an active
role for the state. fle state must take action

to agitate for, catalyse and galvanise social
renewal. We must use the state to help
remake society.

Our alternative to big government is tBig
Society: a society with much higher levels of
personal, professional, civic and corporate
responsibility; a society where people come
together to solve problems and improve life
for themselves and their communities; a societpplic service reform
where the leading force for progress is social

responsibility, not state control. Our public service reform programme will

enable social enterprises, charities and
TheBig Society runs consistently through voluntary groups to play a leading role in

our policy programmeDur plans to reform delivering public services and tackling
public services, mend our broken society, deep-rooted social problems.

and rebuild trust in politics are all part of

our Big Society agendahese plans involve
redistributing power from the state to society;
from the centre to local communities, giving
people the opportunity to take more control
over their lives.

We will strengthen and support social
enterprises to help deliver our public service
reforms by creating ai@ Society Bank, funded
from unclaimed bank assets, to provide

QHZ ¢QDQFH IRU QHLJKERXUK
charities, social enterprises and other non-
governmental bodies.

37



CHANGE SOCIETY | %8,/ 7+( %,* 62&,(7<

This will provide social enterprises with the  Our ambition is for every adult in the country

start-up funding and support they need to to be a member of an active neighbourhood

bid for government contracts or work towards group. We will stimulate the creation and

delivering services under a payment by development of neighbourhood groups, which

results model. can take action to improve their local area. We
ZLOO XVH &DELQHW 21¢,FH EX
training of independent community organisers
to help people establish and run neighbourhood
groups, and provide neighbourhood grants to

part in our civic renewal. We will introduce
. . WKH 8.1V SRRUHVW DUHDV W
a fair deal on grants to give voluntary sector ) ) o .. )
leading role in the rebuilding of civic society.

organisations more stability and allow them to
earn a competitive return for providing public To stimulate social action further, we will:
services. We will work with local authorities to

Britain has a proud and long-standing
charitable tradition, and we are convinced
that the voluntary sector should play a major

. . . . ¥transform the civil service into a ‘civic
promote the delivery of public services by social o . L
service’ by making sure that participation

enterprises, charities and the voluntary sector. ) L ) L
in social action is recognised in civil

Neighbourhood groups servants’ appraisals;

Our reform agenda is designed to empower ¥ launch an annudig Society Day to
communities to come together to address local Celebrate the work of neighbourhood groups
LVVXHV )RU H[DPSOH ZH zL3Y s18HagDNOrepeers &9 \ake part

to start new schools, empower communities 1N Social action;

to take over local amenities such as parks 1 provide funding from th@ig SocietyBank

and libraries that are under threat, give to intermediary bodies with a track record
neighbourhoods greater control of the planning supporting and growing social enterprises:
system, and enable residents to hold the police g

to account in neighbourhood beat meetings.

These policies will give new powers and rights +develop a measure of well-being that

to neighbourhood groups: the ‘little platoons’ encapsulates the social value of state action.
of civil society — and the institutional building

blocks of theBig Society.
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National Citizen Service Sport and the [Pmpics

Building theBig Society means encouraging We will deliver a successf@ympics that
the concept of public-spirited service —theideaEULQJYV ODVWLQJ EHQH WV I
that everyone should play a part in making theiwhole. Part of the community sports budget
communities stronger. of theNational Lottery will be responsible

for delivering arOlympic legacy, includin
That is why we will introduce &tional Citizen . g y _p gacy . J

- the vigorous promation of competitive sports
6HUYLFH 7KH LQLWLDO ADJVKLS SURMHF L OO ?URYLG
. through a nationalympic-style schoo

a programme for 16 year olds to give them a . )

competition.To support high-level sport

chance to develop the skills needed to be aCtin%rther we will:
DQG UHVSRQVLEOH FLWL]HQV PL[ ZLWK SHRSOH

from different backgrounds, and start getting work with the Scottish government to deliver
involved in their communities. a top-quality CommonwealtBames in

Gla?_?ow in 2014;
(YHQ LQ WKHVH GLI¢FXOW WLPHV WKH %ULWLVK SHRSOF

have demonstrated their desire to give money fensure that the 20Rugby League and
and time to good causes. We will introduce the 2015Rugby Union World Cups are
new ways to increase philanthropy, and use the successful; and,

latest insights from behavioural economics to
encourage people to make volunteering and
community participation something they do
on aregular basis.

The National Lottery

We will restore théNational Lottery to its
original purpose and, by cutting down on

¥ strongly supporEngland’s bid to host the
2018 feotball World Cup.

administration costs, make sure more money
goes to good causékheBig LotteryFund

will focus purely on supporting social action
through the voluntary and community sector,
instead oMinisters’ pet projects as at present.
Sports, heritage and the arts will each see their
original allocations of 20 per cent of good cause
money restored.
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Every summer for the past three years, the Conservative Party has been running
‘Project Umubano’ in Randa. Qer that period, Conservativemd and volunteers

have provided Eglish lessons to 3,000iRNdan primary school teachers,
UHQRYDWHG D VFKRRO HVWDEOLVKHG D VPDOO PF
and built a community centre. Project Umubano is a sign of our commitmengeto O
World Conservatism, and our belief in the positive power of social action.
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One World Conservatism

‘H ZLOO KRQRXU RXU FRPPLWPHQW WR VSHQG SHU FHQ
DLG LV WUDQVSDUHQW DQG SURSHUO\ WDUJHWHG :H ZL(
PDODULD %RWK WKH %ULWLVK SHRSOH DQG WKRVH ZKR L
VSHQW :H ZLOO SXVK IRU D WUDGH GHDO ZKLFK EULQJV
FRXQWULHY DGDSW WR FOLPDWH FKDQJH DQG SXWV LQ S

The global downturn has shaken up rich and We support thillennium Development

poor countries alikézor poor countries, it Goals and will continue to work towards them.
threatens to undermine a decade’s growth andNVe will maintain an independent Department
poverty reduction. & rich countries, it puts IRU , QWHUQDWLRQDO '"HYHOR

new pressures on household and governmentaid untied from commercial interests.
EXGJHWYV + QRZKHUH PRUH WRwiVheRdnplet@lyWadhspadent about the
where Labour's appalling mismanagement  cost and performance oHID programmes by
of the economy has saddled us with independently evaluating programmes and by
unprecedented levels of deBtit we should introducing, where appropriate, payment
XVH WKLV RSSRUWXQLW\ WBRykg#sl c UP QRW DEDQGRQ
our values — which is why we will continue to
increase the level &ritish aid. We will do so
because it is in our national interest, as well
as being the right thing to do.

2XU EDUJDLQ ZLWK WD[SD\HU
for contributing your hard-earned money to
helping the world’s poorest people, it is our

duty to spend every penny of aid effectively.

Deliver on our commitmentto We will ensureBritish aid money is properly

the world's poorest nations spent by publishing full details 8fritish aid
P on the OFID website. This will include

A new Conservative government will be fully spending data on a project-by-project basis,
committed to achieving, by 2013, thé&lWarget published in an open and standardised format
of spending 0.7 per cent of national income  so that it can be used by third party websites.
as aid. We will stick to the rules laid down by In addition, we will work to bring about

the OECD about what spending counts as aid. improved transparency of aid spending by

‘H ZLOO OHJLVODWH LQ W K Hothdd devloptentorgarfsaRdnd QH Z
Parliament to lock in this level of spending for

every year from 2013.
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We will create a newlyAid Fund to allow place the building blocks of wealth creation:
British people a direct say on aid spending, asproperty rights, effective public services,
well as giving people in developing countries stability and the rule of law.

more say over how aid is spent in their

. We will provide a more integrated approach
communities.

WR SRVW FRQALFW UHFRQVW

Under Labour, our aid funding is not used British military is involved — building on the

in a focused way, and is sometimes spentin  Stabilisation Unit in Whitehall and creating

countries that should be looking after their ~ a new Stabilisation arflleconstructiorForce

own poor citizens. So we will stop giving aid  to bridge the gap between the military and the

to China andRussia and review which other  reconstruction effort.

countries should g&ritish aid. We will focus . .

. . ._To help deliver on our commitment to

more on the poorest, paying particular attenuog ) , X

. eveloping countries, we will:

to development within the Commonwealth.

Testablish a PovertynpactFund to support
innovative and effective iish poverty-
JKWLQJ JURXSY ZKLFK GR
qualify for government funding;

A key aim of our aid is to make sure everyone
gets access to the basics: clean water,
sanitation, healthcare and education. We will
focus particularly on the rights of women,
children and disabled people to access these t H{SORUH ZD\V WR KHOS WKH
servicesMalaria continues to kill nearly a developing countries take part in
million people per year, despite the fact thatit international climate change negotiations,
is easily preventable and treatable. So, as part and work to make our aid ‘climate-smart;;
of our commitment to increase aid funding, a
. . fHQG /DERXUYV XVH RI WKH (|

Conservative government will spend at least .

- . . . Guarantee Department to support investment
£500 million per year tackling malaria and will

. in dirty fossil fuel power stations, and instead
strongly support efforts to develop a malaria )
vaccine use it to help spread new green energy

technology to developing countries; and,

Trade and economic growth are the onl ) )
g Y Fencourage the establishment of a Rdirican

sustainable way for developing countries to
y hing FreeTradeArea, which has the potential to

escape poverty, which is why we will put ) .
transform that continent’s economies.
PD[LPXP HIIRUW LQWR DFKLHYLQJ DQ DPELWLRXV

pro-development global trade de@lr aid
programme will help poor countries put in
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